
The number of scientifically proven occasions where animal or human health 
has been adversely affected by eating GM grain or food.

The number of countries that currently give their farmers the choice of growing GM 
crops and are reaping the economic and environmental benefits of such decisions. 
6 of these countries are now in the EU.

The typical percentage yield increase Indian farmers have experienced when growing 
GM cotton, which is resistant to insect attack. This cotton has also reduced insecticide
applications by 70% in India.

The number of field trials that were conducted over 3 years in the UK, demonstrating 
that GM crops can be grown in the UK in a way that benefits farmers and the environment, 
whilst not impacting on non-GM farming practices.

The number of GM safety studies reviewed by the Science Review Group that left �no stone
unturned�, and which concluded, �there is no evidence currently commercialised GM crop
varieties or foods made from them, are toxic, allergenic or nutritionally deleterious�.

The number of farmers globally choosing to grow GM crops, 90% of whom are 
resource-poor farmers in developing countries.

The number of acres of GM crops grown globally in the last decade.

The number of people living in those countries which have commercialised GM crops.

The likely number of meals already consumed globally that have contained a GM ingredient.
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These are the results of over 10 years of growing GM crops
commercially: the next 10 years promise even more.
Agricultural biotechnology research projects that are currently ongoing include:

� Developing pest, virus and drought-resistant plants, which will be critical in meeting the increasing demand for food crops for a
growing global population.

� Improving the nutritional properties of products to create healthy foods with higher levels of vitamins and other beneficial nutrients.

� Using GM technology to produce cheaper vaccines, pharmaceuticals and biodegradable plastics.

� Altering the oil and enzyme composition of plants to make them more suitable for biofuel production, creating cheaper, more efficient
and environmentally friendly fuel that is truly sustainable.

The debate about agricultural biotechnology is not only about food, it is about many other things including future opportunities for
UK farming, UK science, and choice for UK consumers. The UK and the EU need to ensure that their consumers, farmers, students,
researchers, industries and the environment are not denied the possibilities that this science-led and safety-focused technology is
already delivering elsewhere.

If we are to successfully meet the sustainability challenges facing global agriculture, 
the UK needs to embrace agricultural biotechnology as part of the solution. The rest 
of the world is already forging ahead.
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